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great events of the time. Men wrote as though inebri-
ated with words. They rioted in what Gabriel Harvey
calls "phantastical bibble-babble and capricious pangs."
Harvey's diatribe against the tendency of authors to
lose themselves in windy verbiage to the neglect of
actual happenings is worth reading to-day. Such things
as his contemporaries indulge in, he says (in 1593)
might have been tolerated in a green and wild
youth, but the wind is changed and there is a
busier pageant upon the stage* M Aschanis
Toxophilus hath long since shot at a fairer mark,
and M. Gascoigne himself, after some riper expe-
rience, was glad to try other conclusions in the
Low Countries, and bestowed an honourable com-
mendation upon Sir Humphrey Gilbert's gallant
discourse of a discovery for a new passage to the
East Indies. But read the report of the worthy
western discoveries by the said Sir Humphrey Gil-
bert, the report of the brave West Indian voyage
by the conduction of Sir Francis Drake; the report
of the horrible Septentrional discoveries by the
travail of Sir Martin Frobisher; the report of the
politic discovery of Virginia by the colony of Sir
Walter Raleigh.
And, we may add, with a certain sadness, the report
of the miraculous victory achieved by the English fleet,
under the discreet and happy conduct of the honourable
right prudent and valiant Lord, the Lord Charles
Howard, High Admiral of England. The which was
not set down by an Englishman at all, but by an indus-
trious gentleman of the Low Countries, in the fifteenth
book of his history of the same, and by a well-meaning,
if not entirely accurate, Italian gentleman, Messer
Petruccio Ubaldino, whose Discourse Concerning the